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countries, and especially from the countries believed to represent ‘best practice’ . Take
OECD Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) as an example. Education
ministries around the world shift their benchmark of student achievement from national to
international comparison. ‘Finnish miracle’ and ‘surpass Shanghai’ are slogans which
motivate other countries. In fact, a PISA result is a national wake-up call, which heightens
the awareness of political leaders and government administrators that their education is
falling far behind the rest of their nation and/or their global competitors. They are required
to work consistently hard to turn their systems around and raise their ambitions to catch
up. The latest international survey (PISA) shows East Asian students are the best by far in
all three categories: Maths, Sciences, and Reading. A PISA result stimulates education
ministers to question themselves: How do we prepare students to compete in today’s
competitive world? How do we prepare today’s kids for tomorrow’s world? How do we
make sure that our schools offer all the right skills?
Given all of the above, it is uncontroversial to say that this exceptional book is a
significant resource to the field of CIE. We recommend it with no hesitation as a resource
for undergraduate and postgraduate courses and an important guidebook for researching in
the field of CIE. This book suits a broad readership, not only UK readers, but also
international readers.
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Lesson study: making a difference to teaching pupils with learning difficulties, edited
by B. Norwich and J. Jones, London, Bloomsbury Academic Publishing, 2014, 170
pp., US$45.99 (paperback), ISBN 978-1-780903830-1
This book is timely and inspiring for teachers, researchers and teacher educators. It offers
insights into an adaptation of lesson study in the UK that reflects a strong prominence on
inclusive pedagogy for pupils with special needs. Lesson study has been widely adapted
as a professional development vehicle for teachers’ professional learning and teaching
development around the world (Lewis, Perry, & Hurd, 2009; White & Lim, 2008;
Yoshida, 2012). While many researchers have well documented their insights from the
implementation of lesson study in specific subject areas like mathematics, this book
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